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Apuntes


Nombre_______________________

Fecha ____________________________________
Mod ______

Definite and Indefinite Articles –Artículos definidos e indefinidos
· these are words that go in front of nouns in both Spanish & English
· a book – un libro

· some books – unos libros

· the backpack – la mochila

· some backpacks – unas mochilas

· in Spanish the articles must match (agree with) the Spanish nouns in number & gender (how many and masculine or feminine)

In English we have three indefinite articles: a, an, and some
In Spanish there are four indefinite articles that mean ‘a’ or ‘some’:
	un (a)
masculine singular (m/s)
the noun in front usually end in –o
	una (a)
feminine singular (f/s)
the noun in front usually end in –a

	unos (some)
masculine plural (m/p)
the noun usually end in –os
	unas(some)
feminine plural (f/p)
the noun usually end in –as


In English we have one definite article:  the
In Spanish there are four words that all mean ‘the’:

	el (the)
 masculine singular (m/s)

the noun in front usually end in –o
	la (the)
feminine singular (f/s)

the noun in front usually end in –a

	los (the)
masculine plural (m/p)

the noun usually end in –os
	las (the)
feminine plural (f/p)

the noun usually end in –as


Mnemonic for recognizing masculine and feminine nouns in Spanish
	Masculine nouns use these articles(
and can be recognized using these clues…
	el / un  los / unos
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	Feminine  nouns use these articles(
and can be recognized using these clues…
	la / una  las / unas
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