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Español 1 /Spanish 1
1 credit

Plan de curso / Course Syllabus
 2014-2015
Colchester High School
World Language Department
Profesora Keren Turner 


Phone: (802) 264-5700    (leave message)
Correo electrónico: turnerk@csdvt.org   

Website: access through the CHS website 
I am available for help in room 207 before school and after school every day if I don’t have a meeting. Please check in advance to make sure I am available, but feel free to pop in to room 207. I am also available during AT, and mods A4, B3 and B5
Materiales escolares necesarios / Required School Supplies
· 2 inch 3 Ring Binder with lined paper and divider tabs-this is your place to take notes and to keep handouts
Possible sections: Notes, Vocabulary lists, hw/projects, quizzes/tests, questions to ask in class
· Pen or pencil (no red or pink on work you hand in please)

· Recommended - Homework assignment book (CHS planner)
Descripción de curso / Course Description

This course is intended for all students who are beginning their study of Spanish. All Level I World Language classes at Colchester High School are organized around the following thematic units: Introduction, Greetings, My friends and I (descriptions, likes and dislikes), School (activities, classes, time, weather), Food and Restaurant, and Pastimes and Community.

· Students must complete Level 1 with a 74% or better in order to continue on to Level 2. 
· Learning anything, especially a new language, takes lots of practice and attention.  With that in mind we will practice continually in class and students are expected to give their full attention and effort. This means using Spanish when ever possible to speak.  You will soon know a significant amount of Spanish and the more you use it the easier it becomes. I will do my best to ensure students understand but they are the only ones who really know what they understand so they must help me out by telling me they are lost (¡Profesora! ¡No comprendo!).
· Students are expected to do their own work at all times. Use of a translator (electronic or human) constitutes plagiarism because it is not the student’s work.

Grading –  Student skills will be assessed in a variety of ways including homework, tests, quizzes, in-class assignments, oral presentations, and unit projects.   
Grading will be based on percentages.  Quarter grades are each worth 20% and the midterm and final each worth 10% of your final course grade.  Quarter grades will be determined using the following weighted breakdown:
· Quarter grade

· Homework  20%

· Projects 20%

· Quizzes and Tests 40%

· Class work and Participation 20% 
· Students engaged in learning a language are continually presented with opportunities to improve their skills related to the school-wide Essential Expectations (Read, Write, Think, Act, Communicate and Learn).  The classroom environment aims to build relationships among peers and the teacher and relevance of the material to students’ lives and plans for the future. The course revolves around the five “C’s” as outlined in the Standards of Foreign Language Learning (Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and Communities) as well as the Vermont Grade Expectations for Non-Native Language Learners.
My Expectations of my Students
To successfully reach the goals of understanding spoken and written Spanish, and to be able to communicate basic ideas aloud and in writing, you will need to:
1. Practice Spanish in and out of the classroom.

2. Be open to new and different ideas and ways of doing things

3. Always be kind and respectful to your classmates, teacher, yourself and the physical environment of the classroom
4. Come prepared (with all required class materials) and be ready to actively participate in class.
5. Complete all assigned work on time.  
6. Keep yourself organized.
7. Always do your own work – do not use a translator of any kind (that is plagiarism) and don’t copy or let someone else copy your work
8. Always ask for clarification if you are confused. If you’re confused, someone else probably is too and will appreciate you asking.
9. Never use cell phone or music player in class (And, parents, please don’t send your kids texts or messages during the school day. If there is an emergency, call the main office at 264-5700)
 Class Work  will vary within a single block between focused individual tasks, collaborative mini-projects, games, and paired practice.  Ongoing reading and writing assignments will also be part of class work.  All class work is aimed at practicing the new vocabulary and grammar skills in a supportive setting. 
 Homework Students can expect to have manageable homework assignments nearly every class. Students should complete these assignments carefully, neatly, and to the best of their ability.  Homework is designed to help students practice concepts and prepare for class work.  Some homework will be collected and graded while others will not, but I will always check for completion and give a “stamp”. Only complete homework finished before entering class will receive a “stamp.” Fully completed late homework may be shown only the very next class for a ½ stamp. Most of the homework grade will be calculated by simply counting up the number of “stamps” (on-time, completed homeworks) a student has earned, for example 5/5 = 5 assignments and 5 completed on-time, 4 ½ /5 = 4 assignments fully completed on time and 1 assignment completed late.
HINT: If you didn’t understand an assignment, don’t give up; show you worked on it and tried by jotting notes or specific questions, translating the directions, or even better, coming in to see me after school or during one of my prep periods.
HINT: It’s a good idea to complete your Spanish homework the very same day it was assigned and not wait until the night before it is due. Things will be fresh in your mind and if you have problems you’ll have time to check in with me. Then use the night before to spend 10 minutes reviewing and practicing. 

Projects  Students will complete at least one project in each unit.  Projects may be individual or collaborative.  Students will often be given choices for projects and thus greater freedom to creatively focus on their interests. 
Tests/Quizzes  Quizzes will be given during each unit, and tests given at the conclusion of units.  Students may retake quizzes (in scheduled afterschool make-up time) and average the two grades.  There will not be a retake option for tests.  
Participation
· Students are expected to

·  try their best to USE SPANISH for all speaking aloud in class
· ALWAYS be kind and respectful to classmates, teacher, self, physical classroom environment

· NEVER use their digital devices in class, to NEVER have ear buds in their ears whether the device is on or not
· ALWAYS come prepared and BE organized
· ACTIVELY participate

· ARRIVE on time and NEVER skip

· ALWAYS do their own work

· SELF-ADVOCATE – ask for help if you need it
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